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PPS RECORDS FOR 
147 WILLIAMS STREET 

PLAT 16, LOT 224 
 

BUILT BY JOHN J. STIMSON 
Ca. 1847 

(Previous addresses: 80 Williams St., 1867-1870; 89 Williams Street, 1871-1894) 
 
NOTES 
 
In 1788, the land on which this house stands was part of a large parcel on what is now 
the south side of Williams Street between Thayer and Brook Streets that was purchased 
by a Charleston, South Carolina merchant named Williams Thayer.  (None of those 
streets existed at the time.)  Williams Thayer does not appear to ever have lived in 
Providence, but he continued to own that stretch of Williams Street until his death (date 
unknown), and afterwards numerous heirs (all also out-of-state residents) collectively 
owned the south side of Williams between Thayer and Brook until 1911.   
 
In 1847, Williams Thayer (then living in Woodstock, Conn.) entered into a long-term 
lease with John J. Stimson, for a small lot at the corner of Williams and Brook Streets.  
Stimson apparently built this house at some point within the next seven years - tax 
records confirm the house was standing as of 1854 - but according to directories he 
never lived there.  (Presumably the house was rented out by Mr. Stimson, but it was not 
possible within the scope of this report to trace the names of tenants.)  Thus, according 
to PPS Marker nomenclature guidelines, the marker should read, “Built by John J. 
Stimson, ca. 1847.” 
 
The house remained a rental property until 1926, when purchased by Mrs. Nora Kane.  
She was the first owner to live in the house.  
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
147 Williams Street is a contributing building within the College Hill National Historic 
Landmark District (listed on the National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in 
the inventory as “John J. Stimson House, 1847-1850.”  [Note:  no documentation was 
found confirming that the house was standing by 1850, but it certainly could have been.] 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 16 identifies 147 Williams Street as Lot 224, located at the 
southwest corner of Williams and Brook Streets.  (A secondary address is 210 Brook 



PPS Records for 147 Williams Street  Page 2 
 
 

Street.)  The lot has 35 feet of frontage on Williams and 82 feet on Brook, for a total of 
2,870 sq.ft.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 16, Lot 224 – WILLIAMS STREET: 
 
Williams Thayer Estate owned the property as of August 30, 1873 
Desmond Fitzgerald, John N. Brown and Sophia A. Sherman owned the property as of 
 December 2, 1912 
Desmond Fitzgerald, John  N. Brown and Frank W. Matteson etal, Trustee for Sophia A.  
 Sherman, owned the property as of November 2, 1914 
Ormond E. Fitzgerald owned the properth as of December 1, 1924 
Nora Kane owned the property as of February 1927 
Nora J. Kane Estate owned the property as of December 1955 
Alphonse A. Andoscia Jr. and wife Sylvia B. Andoscia owned the property as of 
 December 1960 
John A. Gwynne owned the property as of June 9, 1964 (refers to Deed Book 1125/ 
 Page 945) 
Jay Downing and wife Janet S. Downing owned the property as of September 30, 1964 
 (ref DB 1127/787) 
Jane Downing-Taylor owned the property as of March 14, 1997 (ref DB 3512/195) 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owners (since 
November 2002) are Janet (or Jane) Downing-Taylor and Alfred Taylor Jr.  
 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed by 1857, and that its original address was 
89 Williams St., changed to 147 Williams sometime between 1882 and 1895.. 
 
1798:  “Owners of Lots in Providence in 1798,” by Henry R. Chace (1912), Plate I, 
shows Williams Street as a paper street extending from [South] Water Street to Ferry 
Road (now Hope Street).  The two blocks of Williams between Benefit Street and Ferry 
Rd. are dated 1799.  A brook runs north-south between Benefit St. and Ferry Rd., in the 
approximate location of today’s Brook Street.  The land on the south side of Williams St. 
between Benefit St. and Ferry Rd. (a long rectangle of several acres, including the 
present site of 147 Wililams St.) was owned by Rebecca Williams.  No houses are 
shown on this map. (Archives) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence, R.I.” by H.F. Walling, shows a building on a small lot at the 
southwest corner of Williams and Brook Streets.  Lot size, street address number, and 
owner name are not indicated. (Archives) 
 
1875:  “City Atlas of Providence,” Vol. 1, Wards 1, 2, and 3, by G.M. Hopkins, Plate P, 
shows the house standing on a 2,936 sq.ft. lot at the southwest corner of Williams and 
Brook Sts., owned by “Est. of Wm. Thayer,” with the address 89 Williams St.  (Archives) 
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1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,R.I. and Environs,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 1, 
shows the address of this house continues to be 89 Williams St., still owned by “W. 
Thayer Est.” Lot size is not indicated.   (Archives) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Pages 36-37, shows the 
address of this house changed to 147 Williams St.  The lot size is 2,936 sq.ft. Owner 
name is not indicated. (Archives) 
 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Prior to 1854, Providence tax records only identified the name of the taxpayer and the 
amount of tax paid – not the location of the taxable property, nor whether it was real 
estate or personal property.  In 1854 the City of Providence Tax Assessor began using 
a system of plats and lots to identify individual parcels of real estate. Tax records from 
the latter half of the 19th century are indexed by plat number, and recorded in a series of 
ledgers labeled “A” through “E.”   
 
Records indicate that the house at 147 Williams St. was standing as of August 1, 1854, 
and that real estate taxes were charged to John J. Stimson. Typically, the person 
named as the taxpayer was also the property owner, but in this case deeds confirm that 
Stimson held a long-term lease on this lot from its owner, Williams Thayer, and that the 
terms of that lease made Stimson responsible for paying all property taxes.   
 
Tax Ledger A2/Page 325:  Plat 16, Lot 224, 2,850 sq.ft..  Taxpayer was John J. 
Stimson.  As of August 1, 1854, the lot was valued at $997 for land and $800 for 
buildings.  The ledger also contains the following additional entries: 
 “Tr[ansferred] June 1, 1858 – 2,850 sq.ft., land $1,140, buildings $800 – see  
  below.”  [No deed book reference; no further information found under the 
  name Stimson] 
 “Tr[ansferred] July 1, 1861 to William C. Tilley – 2,936 sq.ft., land $1,174, 
  buildings $800, Deed Book 174/Page 229)”   
 
[Note two errors in this ledger entry:  the lease transfer to William C. Tilley was dated 
1866, not 1861 (the index of taxpayers for Plat 16, Lot 224 gives the date of Tilley’s 
lease as June 15, 1866); and that lease is found on page 228 of DB 174 (continued on 
page 229).]   
 
 
Deeds (Archives) 
 
Deeds indicate that Williams Thayer bought a large tract of land on the south side of 
Williams Street between Thayer and Brook Streets (including the future site of 147 
Williams St.) in 1788.  Thayer leased a lot at the corner of Williams and Brook to John J. 
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Stimson in 1847.  Nora Kane, who bought the house at 147 Williams in 1926, was its 
first owner-occupant.    
 
Deed Book 21/Page 586:  On July 22, 1788, “the 13th year of the Independence of 
America,” Rebekah Williams of Providence, single woman, sold to Williams Thayer of 
Charlotte, South Carolina, merchant, for “200 pounds of lawful silver money equal to 
$666-2/3 Spanish milled dollars,” a lot on the east side of the Back or Benefit Street.  
The lot measured 116 feet on the west and a total of 341 feet on the north, and was 
bounded by land of William Ashton on the south.  [Note:  although its location is not 
precisely described, this lot appears to be within the area of a tract of land shown on the 
1798 map as owned by “Rebecca” Williams, located on the south side of Williams Street 
and bounded on the west by Thayer Street, on the east by Hope Street, and on the 
south by land of William Ashton.  In 1788, neither Thayer nor Williams Street existed, 
but their outlines are shown on the 1798 map.] 
 
DB 105/372:  Instrument of Lease dated November 10, 1847, between Williams Thayer 
of Woodstock, Conn., and John J. Stimson of Providence.  Thayer leased to Stimson, 
for a term of 10 years starting July 1, 1847 [predating this document], at a rent of $35 
per year, a lot at the corner of Williams and Brook Streets, on the west side of Brook, 
measuring 35 feet on Williams and as far south as Thayer’s property extended.  The 
lease was intended to renew every 10 years (future rents to be determined) for as long 
as both parties consented.  Among the lease’s provisos: “No permanent building shall 
be erected on said lot within 6-1/2 feet of Williams Street,” and “It is also agreed and 
understood that all buildings and other improvements that now are or may be put on 
said premises during this lease are pledged for payment of rent, interest, and taxes.”  
[From these two sentences it may be inferred that whatever buildings may have been 
on the property, the current house was not yet standing in November 1847.] 
 
DB 174/228:  On June 4, 1866, George L. Clarke, executor of the last will and testament 
of John J. Stimson, deceased, late of Providence, and Abigail M. Stimson, widow of 
said John, Emma G. Diman and J. Lewis Diman, all of Providence, transferred to 
William C. Tilley of Providence, for $1,250, John J. Stimson’s lease on a lot at the 
corner of Williams and Brook Streets, on the west side of Brook, measuring 35 feet on 
Williams and as far south as land of Williams Thayer.  This document refers to the 
original lease between Thayer and Stimson dated December 10, 1847 and recorded in 
DB 105/374 [note that both the month and the page number are wrong; see above], and 
also indicates that the least had been renewed for 10 years from July 1, 1857 at a rent 
of $45 per year.  
   
[Note:  A full chain of title was not conducted as part of this report, but the names noted 
on the chain of title card were briefly investigated to identify the first owner-occupant of 
147 Williams Street. 
 
By 1911, the land on the south side of Williams Street between Thayer and Brooks 
Street belonged to the estate of Edward Thayer Wilkinson. That year, five deeds were 
recorded by various heirs of Wilkinson (all out-of-state residents), selling the land to 
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Stephen S. Fitzgerald of Weston, Mass.  Each of these deeds (DB 520/261, 523/55, 
523/109, 525/4, 525/7) included six parcels of land on College Hill in the vicinity of 
Williams Street.  The sixth parcel is described as “those lots on the south side of 
Williams Street and comprising the entire tract between Thayer and Brook Streets.” 
Bounded on the west by Thayer Street and measuring 80 feet, bounded on the north by 
Williams Street and measuring 333.5 feet, bounded on the east by Brook Street and 
measuring 80 feet, and bounded on the south by lands owned by others; containing a 
total of 26,937 sq.ft.  Being Lots 84, 94, 95, 97, 98, 99, 209, 210, 224, 225, 227, 228, 
229, 230, 231, 232, and 234 in Assessor’s Plat 16.  [Lot 224 = 147 Williams Street.  
Some of the other lots were subsequently combined and/or renumbered.] 
 
These deeds also mention two specific houses (neither was 147 Williams Street), even 
though every lot on the south side of Williams Street between Thayer and Brook Street 
had a house on it by 1911 (as seen on the 1908 city atlas). 
 
In 1912 Stephen S. Fitzgerald sold all of this property to Desmond Fitzgerald (DB 
525/109).  By 1924, the chain of title card indicates that the house at 147 Williams was 
owned by Ormond E. Fitzgerald, whose estate sold the house to Lincoln Land Co. in 
1926.]   
 
DB 694/103:  On October 27, 1926, Harriott F, Clark, guardian of the estate of Ormond 
E. Fitzgerald of Providence by decree of Providence Municipal Court dated October 26, 
1926, sold to Lincoln Land Co. of Rhode Island, for $2,200, a lot of land at the 
southwest corner of Williams and Brook Streets, measuring 35 feet on Williams and 80 
feet on Brook.  “The building on said lot is known as 147 Williams Street,” also identified 
as AP 16, Lot 224. 
 
DB 694/104:  On November 5, 1926, Lincoln Land Co. of Rhode Island sold to Nora 
Kane of Providence, for $10, a lot “with improvements” at the southwest corner of 
Williams and Brook Streets, measuring 35 feet on Williams and 80 feet on Brook, also 
identified as AP 16, Lot 224.  [This deed does not mention the house.] 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
The house appears in city directories in 1867, under the name William C. Tilley, with the 
address 80 Williams St.  (That address may appear in earlier directories, but Tilley is the 
first tenant known to have occupied the house. All directories prior to 1892 are 
organized by resident name, not street address.) Directories also indicate multi-family 
use in the late 19th century. 
 
Providence City Directories were published beginning in 1850.  For the first 4 decades, 
these volumes contained a street directory (listing the names and locations of all 
existing streets), and an alphabetical listing of residents and businesses.  Residents’ 
professions and business addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  From 
1892-1894 city directories also included a section listing residential buildings by street 
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address, which was later separately published as a House Directory (1895-1935).  The 
notation “(h)” indicates home or a head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder.  
 
1850-1856 Stimson, John J. (G. and F.A. Paige), 7 S. Main St., (h) 108 Angell St. 
  (No Williams Thayer listed)  
 
1857-1859 Stimson, John J., (h) 106 Angell St. 
 
1860-1867 Stimson, Mrs. John J. (h) 106 Angell St. 
 
1866  Tilley, William C., reporter, 15 Market Sq., (h) 58 Sheldon St.  [Tilley had  
  lived at various other addresses in Providence since 1861] 
 
1867-1870 Tilley, William C., reporter, 15 Market Sq., (h) 80 Williams St. 
 
1871-1875 Tilley, William C., reporter, Herald office, (h) 89 Williams St. 
 
1880-1884 Tilley, Mrs. Wililam C., (h) 89 Williams St. 
 
1885  Tilley, Mrs. William C., died March 17, 1885. 
 
***** 
 
1924-1926 No listing for Ormond E. Fitzgerald 
 
1927  Kane, Nora, widow Patrick, (h) 147 Williams Street 
 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the City Directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901) and list all residential buildings by street 
address.  This directory is typically a year behind the city directory. 
 
Note:  since residents of this house changed so frequently, the change of address was 
confirmed through comparison of residents at neighboring houses. 
 
1892 – 89 Williams St  Phillips, Madame, milliner (h) 
    Phillips, W.E., salesman (h) 
    Wheeler, Frances, widow (h) 
 
1893 – 89 Williams St Eldridge, Mrs. Mary E., nurse (h) 
    Kirk, Edward, caulker (h) 
    O’Hern, David, laborer (h) 
 
1894 – 147 Williams St.  Ellithorp, Margaret L., widow (h) 
    Newton, Mrs. Effie A., dressmaker [no (h) or (b) indicated] 
    Shine, John J. (b) 
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    Shine, Michael, mason (h) 
 
1895 – 147 Williams St. Ellithorp, Margaret L., widow (h) 
    Fisher, Charles, machinist (h) 
    Newton, Mrs. Effie A., dressmaker [no (h) or (b) indicated] 
 
*****     
 
1927-1928 – 147 Williams  Kane, Mrs. Nora (1st owner-occupant) 
 
 
 
Providence Death Indexes (Archives) 
 
No record of Williams Thayer dying in Providence, 1851-1900. 
 
Stimson, John J., died January 20, 1860, age 60. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   June 2012 


